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Tower bridge at night

Tower bridge - bird view Tower bridge - open
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bridge was officially opened on 30 June 1894 by The Prince
ales (the future King Edward VIl), and his wife, The Princess o
ales (Alexandra of Denmark).

he bridge connected Iron Gate, on the north bank of the river,
Horselydown Lane, on the south — now known as Tower Bridge
Approach and Tower Bridge Road, respectively. Until the bridge w
opened, the Tower Subway — 400 m to the west — was the shorte
way to cross the river from Tower Hill to Tooley Street in Southwa
Opened in 1870, Tower Subway was the world's first undergrounc
'tube’) railway, but closed after just three months and was re-

ened as a pedestrian foot tunnel. Once Tower Bridge was ope
e majority of foot traffic transferred to using the bridge, there
ing no toll to pay to use it. Having lost most of its income, t
el was closed in 1898.
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